Listening to the Voice of Our Ancestors:

a Tin Embroidery Cultural Study by Teachers and Students
in an Ethnic Miao Area in China
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FYY Evergreen Education Foundation (EEF)

* Mission: to improve education opportunities for children and young
adults in rural China

o Sponsors 45 schools and libraries in Beijing
and 7 provinces: provides books, computers,
equipment, supplies, workshops, seminars

o Funds innovative projects to enhance student
learning and academic advancement

* Oral History & Local Cultural Study Initiative

o Pilot project: Tianzhu Oral History Project, 2009
o Knowledge & Resources Platform

o Training & Discussion

o 2014 ITIE Conference: Local Culture & Oral History




EEF’s Outreach in China
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Bailu Village 17+

Zhanliu Village & B+

Interview Locations
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Oral History Project: Tin Embroidery Cultural Study
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* Project Goal iH H#x

o Engage students in collaborate efforts using
discovery and research activities
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o Enhance awareness and knowledge of the
ethnic communities around them
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% Methodology it#2

* Choose interviewees iJjjikxt %
*Prepare & Training #k & Ff1s5 i

*Equipment #%#

* Choose Interview Locations %1 &




& Summary of Interviews - Tin Embroidery Culture
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* Miao people make
& dye their
dresses with self- i
grown cottons "i’il"f;
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* Metal tin
embroidered on
the indigo cloths

g AT S B

blog.sina’eorn:cn/craftsmanmade blog.sina.com.cn/craftsmanmade



;4 Tin Embroidery - Social Value
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* Indicator of female industriousness and virtuosity
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*Interviewee: Dragon Lady Sanjiu #iviik#: o c=h
o Q: Would a young man prefer a mate with embroidery skills?

o A:Yes, Usually girls who do better embroidery are more popular and attractive for

young men.
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kA Tin Embroidery - Historical and Cultural Values
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* Carriers of Miao History and Culture
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* Features 44K &4 5 Video #1&
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o Abstract designs and signs %% 5
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o Delicate Layout #i 5%

- Symbolizes Miao people live in
harmony as a big family
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http://youtu.be/BHR_PVdovBE

¥ Tin Embroidery - Inheritance
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* Inheritance {7k

o Passed down by family members or groups
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o Video: embroidery group %


http://youtu.be/eyNbga1LywI

¥ Tin Embroidery - Challenges & Opportunities
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* Challenges #k/i

o Impact of Modern civilization A )
o Impact of Modern Education System IARHH 14 R 11
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*Opportunities HlLif
o National Cultural Heritage Protection Mechanism [ SC kst (/414 &

o Miao people: studios, arts & crafts competitions, orders from tourists &
businessmen TAF%, R[E] T ZHIE, fir s MR KT H



#5- Reflection: Role of Oral History Projects in Secondary Education
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* Help students connect with the culture and history of their own
communities # B ERRAN 1 b 1 S0l

* Engage students in social interactions: positive impact on their
social and emotional life
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* Expand students’ vision
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*’ Reflection: Role of Oral History Projects in Secondary Education

S S8 A Py SEAE A 22 0 E R A

* Students: Acquired Practical Skills
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o Teamwork Eil N
o Communication skill @15
o Research skill #f5thE )
o Analytical skill 4r#r6E7;
o IT skill ITH: BE

* Teachers: enhanced abilities in
designing & organizing teaching
process
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é Epilogue #5i%

* During the project, we have trodden
the very path where villagers and their
ancestors have walked on for
thousands of years.
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* We have travelled an even longer
path from the text in books, to
truly open our hearts to feel, to
understand, and to observe the
culture around us.




é Epilogue %%

* Between the lines of embroidery, the Miao
ancestors are crooning, and the Miao women
sewing their lives into tin embroidery works
are singing along with them.
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* The young generation of the
village heard it, so did the
students from Kaili City.
They are listening attentively,
with eyes becoming brighter.
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Thanks!
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Evergreen Education Foundation:
http:/ /www.evergreeneducation.org/



